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» About the Conference
» Prograin Developing Criticism — Developing Morality — The Importance of Reading as Part of
y Videotaped Lectures Media Socialization from Early Childhood to Adolescence

» Expert Seminar
» Reading... and that's ALLoud!

Prof. Dr. Gudrun Marci-Boehncke (guest speaker)
University of EducationfLudwigsburg, Germany
G arcig@aol.com

Gudrun Marci-Boehncke, harn 1963, studied German and Histony at the
Justus-Liebig-UniversityiGiessen; 1989-1990 Professional Lecturar at the
George-Washington-University W ashington, DC; 1993 PhD with 2
digzertation about the German Jewish authaor Fanny Lewald; Assistant
Teacher at the Department of German at the Justus-Liehig-
UniversitylGiessen; 19598 Fellowship to the Conference of German Film at
Dartmouth College, MASS . 1999 M ax-Kade-Visiting Professor at
Colorado Callege, CO.) since 20071 Professor of German Literature and
Children's Literature and M edia at the Uniy ersity of
EducationfLudwigshuryg; Head of the research institutes Youth — Media —
Education and Childrens’ Literature.

Lecture Suminarny:

This contribution focuses on the impodance of books and reading literacy within media society
and the impact on the moral development of children, We will present results of our media
study, "Ravensburg er Jugendmedienstudien”, a qualitative analysis hased on questionnaires
ahout the media hahits of 1800 pupils on German highschools (M arci-Boehncke et al. 20048)
and parents and teachers (as part of a mixed methods study) of 100 children in German
Kindergarten (Marci-Boehncke/Rath 2008). The media study examined the importance of
media socialisation and itsimpact on the ability of being critical and keeping a distance to
mediz influences. Mare than books modern media are creating idols that are highly relev ant for
the maoral shaping of a person's character —especialy during adolescence, We wanted to Know
hoy young people reactto the commercially created idols of popular culture. How are they
influenced in their ability to keep a crtical a distance and argue with reference to moral
standards?

Fart ofthe =tudy was the Kohiberg-related Briechle test that measures the ahility of maral
argumentation (Caolbyikohlherg 1986; Kohlberyg 1864, 1995). In addition to this more formal
typology we were interested in the "material values used by the pupilswhen criticizing their
idols iMarci-BoehnckelRath 2006).

Today, facing the controversy amongst teachers and parents ahout the importance of media
skills and the dandger of media abuse, it seems called for to examine the individual strategies of
children inthe use of media. As one result of our study we would like 1o suggest the idea of
"moral capital" (Lissenberg 19953, presented by different media idols — from Harry Fotter to
mMichael Schumacher and to Eminem. Although the children who reach a slighthy higher scare
inthe Briechla test prefer books in contrast to other media (M arci-Boehncke 2005), our data
show that the ahility to engage in active criticism is developed hest in those kids that take part
in & wide use of different media — including boaoks as well as modern media.
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