
Susanne Leitner will present and critically reflect on a participatory research project with
student teachers and marginalized youth at a special needs school in Germany. In this project,
students and special needs pupils have worked together in mixed groups to pursue questions
relevant to them in terms of school, collected and analysed data and presented results. Later,
the project participants were invited to reflect on the project and its sustainability. While, on the
one hand, experiences of empowerment and encouragement were reported, regarding
hegemonic structures, it remains to be critically questioned to what extent such a project is
actually suitable to insert (critical) first-person knowledge into pedagogical discourses as a voice
to be taken seriously - or to what extent it is just a pedagogical show. 
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